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Dear Parents and Carers,  

I don’t think the question ‘how are you?’ has had more meaning in our lifetime. Nor has the reply 

‘Fine thank you’ had more significance. On a usual school day, I can judge the mood of the school by 

walking the corridors, standing in the Food Factory or looking at the faces of your daughters and the 

staff; now I have to rely on emails or Microsoft teams and the question ‘how are you?’. As we start 

the new term, I will have to rely on parents and pupils to be my eyes and ears.  Please keep us 

informed about how you are by using the absence email lines, reaching out to your HOY or Form 

Tutors or contacting me. I may not be able to look into your daughters’ faces, but I hope I can still 

know how you are through your emails.  

Many of the letters you will be receiving are about events we have had to cancel or how to manage 

the difficulties presented by remote teaching and learning. I would therefore like to use this 

newsletter to celebrate the achievements, creativity and resilience of our community.  

Congratulations to Amelia Y in Year 12 who took part in the Goethe Institute German Debate 

National Final on Wednesday afternoon. She joined three Sixth Form boys from WBGS to form a 

team that had to overcome social distancing and remote technology as well as the challenge of 

debating in German. They won! Mr Holbrook stated that “The judges’ comments were that the 

quality of debating was exceptional - truly wonderful. They were impressed by the language, 

grammar and pronunciation and level of figurative language used. They were very thorough in the 

points they covered.” Well done to Amelia, her team and the MFL Department.  

                              

 

Thank you, also, to Mina in Year 12 for creating these two beautiful pictures which she shared with 

her subject teacher who passed them on to me. Learning at home has given many of our girls the 

time to be creative or to learn new skills and I am delighted to see Mina’s talents shining through. If 

you have something to share, please do pass it on.  

Whatever your circumstance and wherever you are, my hope is that you are able to give and receive 

kindness.  

Best wishes 

Sylvia Tai 


