
Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for embarking upon the first of my newsletters for this academic year. For any

parents new to either the school or these newsletters, it is my hope that they will keep you

informed about the life of WGGS. I know that many teenagers stop telling their parents

about their day when they come to secondary school but I at least am committed to

keeping you informed of changes occurring within the school and upcoming events, in

addition to celebrating the achievement of individuals and groups.

If I could sum up the experience of opening the school for the new academic year, it would

be ‘so far so good’.  The girls returned with great enthusiasm and have been very sensible in

responding to the many changes that are in place. They are learning the importance of

staying within their zones and the routines needed to prevent the spread of the

coronavirus. It will take time to get used to but soon it will become routine. Most

importantly, learning is taking place throughout the school, even if it is slightly different;

Maths lessons are in Art rooms, Design Technology in English spaces and summer sports

are being delivered in the autumn.
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The staff and girls have embodied the Watford Girls ethos that is summed up in our

banners and unofficial school motto. The girls may not be moving around school as much

but the teaching staff are and after months of lockdown our step counts have increased

exponentially.



Innovate, our food providers, have adapted extremely well to the restrictions imposed by

the coronavirus. The new menu and app have been developed to reassure both you and

your daughters as to their safety and the staggered lunchtimes have meant there is no

queuing. I particularly enjoyed the katsu curry on Tuesday! 

I hope your daughters have enjoyed their first full week of term. It is joyful to hear their

voices in the corridors, their laughter in lessons and see the sheer number of books being

returned to the library - a great sign that they are reading.

Best wishes,

 

Sylvia Tai

Other issues we are also
aware of are:
Crowding on Lady’s Close before school

As the girls get used to the staggered start and not

being able to be on-site before specific times, I

believe we will see fewer girls waiting. Lines have

been drawn on the pavement to keep the girls

separate from the public who need to walk past. We

continue to look for ways to manage the entry to the

school.

Bring your own device

It is good to see the number of girls who are using

their devices in lessons throughout the school.

However, there are a number of girls who do not have

a device and if this is for financial reasons we

encourage them to contact Mr Cowling

s.cowling@watfordgirls.herts.sc.uk to enquire how the

school might be able to support them. We have been

able to distribute 27 devices to eligible pupils; 4 were

from the DfE scheme however the rest are as a result

of a generous donations from parents. If you or your

company are in a position to donate financially or

with devices, then please do contact Mr Cowling.

We continue to monitor how well the measures we have put in place are working and

making adjustments. For example, we have allowed the Year 13s to come on-site from 8am

to work in the Food Factory and we have found an open space for them. If you want to see

updates to the guidance, then please visit the COVID 19 page on our website.

To avoid congestion,
try to find a location
away from Lady’s
Close to drop off
and pick up.

Some parents have
arranged to meet at
the Waterfields,
which is about a 10
minute walk from
school.

https://www.watfordgrammarschoolforgirls.org.uk/covid19-updates/

