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I can do it, I will do it.

Welcome

“What makes Watford Grammar School for Girls outstanding is the focus on each girl as an
individual and an almost relentless drive to ensure that everyone achieves their very best.”
OFSTED

At Watford Grammar School for Girls, we recognise how significant
the choice of secondary school is in every child’s life. This prospectus
is designed to encapsulate the spirit of our school and to highlight just
a few of the many factors that ensure that each girl receives an
outstanding educational experience.
As recognised by Ofsted, by past and present pupils and by
generations of families, Watford Girls is a unique environment. We
value our traditions, cherished for more than 300 years in the heart of
Watford, and we offer a curriculum that is both dynamic and
academic. On Page 5 you will find a summary of the Aims, Ethos,
Values and Vision that underpin the culture of our school, with the
focus always on excellence, service, community and a love of learning.
The words and photographs cannot truly do justice to the passion and
joy you will find in the classrooms and corridors, and so I invite you to
visit us on our Open Evening so that you can most clearly judge if this
is the right school for your daughter.

Miss Sylvia Tai
Headmistress

I really like Watford Girls because there are many new and exciting experiences from after
school clubs to amazing lessons like practical science and swimming.
Darshana, Year 7

Welcome from Nikhita

Dear Year 6,
I am Nikhita, a year 7 student of Watford Grammar Girls. I am sure you are as excited to join us as we are to
welcome you. I remember being a year 6 student, enjoying my end-of-year party, soon to realise that I
would be leaving all my friends behind to go on to a new school. Twitching in my shoes, clicking my
fingers, I was anxiously awaiting the new journey ahead of me. It finally felt real when I tried on my school
uniform for the very first time, when I first got the train to school on my own, and having my very own
oyster card.
The following week saw many firsts for me. As soon as I got there,the butterflies in my tummy flew away.
Everyone there was just as nervous as me, there were awkward conversations going down the line to the
entry on Lady’s Close between people who had just met. I entered Hyde House, our year 7 building, and
walked into my new classroom. My form tutor gave us our seating plans and introduced us to the new
setting. We then played some games, to break the ice and get to know one and other. By now, I had already
started to feel like a Watford Girl.
Despite the limited access covid-19 gave us, I still thoroughly enjoyed my first term in school. The in-house
swimming lessons, the extensive music classes, the variety of sports clubs, the library with a large range of
books and the rush to get the pizzas and cookies from the canteen, all this fills a typical day with fun. Even
during remote learning, we had a fantastic feel of the school atmosphere thanks to the interactive lessons
on Microsoft Teams. Our teachers went above and beyond to ensure our lockdown lessons were as
informative and engaging as they would have been in Hyde House.
Being a Watford girl means being part of a harmonious community, full of buzz and life, where we can grow
into curious, determined young women. Watford Grammar has so much to offer and so many
opportunities, waiting to knock at your doorstep. I am sure you will be as proud as me to be a Watford
girl. Just remember, as a Watford Grammar student, you can do it and you will do it.
Yours sincerely,
Nikhita, 7B
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My favourite subject is PE because there are so many amazing facilities such as the
swimming pool and the Astro Turf. There are also many sports clubs which are a great
opportunity to make friends.
Tanisha, Year 9

Welcome from our Head Girl

Dear Year 6,
Making the move from primary to secondary school seems like a pretty big leap, doesn’t it? I remember all
too well the exhilarating jitters that I felt on my first day of Year 7; new faces, new teachers, a whole new
building. But as soon as I walked through those big blue gates, I knew that the next few years of my life
were going to be some of the best yet.
And so it is my greatest pleasure to welcome you to Watford Grammar School for Girls! At our school, we
live by two mottos- ‘Sperate Parati’, meaning ‘ go forward with preparation and ‘I can do it and I will do it!’.
These values are reflected in almost every aspect of school life; from our incredible facilities to our
fantastic and committed teaching staff, who are always willing to help, our school ensures that each and
every one of you receive many opportunities to grow and achieve your potential as the powerful women of
the future. We also offer numerous sport, music and extra academic activities, so that whatever your
passion, you will always have a chance to shine!
We all understand how huge this change can seem; that’s why, here at Watford Girls, we make it our job to
help you feel comfortable and involved in school life from your first day until your last. Our school
community is vibrant, warm and welcoming, a place where you will make great friends and encourage one
another to be your very best, which is what it really means to be a Watford Girl!
So, I wish you the best of luck on the next step of your school journey, and hope that you are excited about
what is to come.
Your Head Girl,
Emily
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So many interesting subjects that I look forward to every week -from Maths and Science to
Sports and Music.
Paavani, Year 9

History of Watford Girls

n 1704 Elizabeth Fuller founded a free school, which for its age was unusual both for being entirely free
and for educating girls as well as boys; the school follows closely her example of service and dedication to
this day.
For 178 years Elizabeth Fuller’s scholars, boys and girls, were taught under the same roof, but after a brief
removal to new buildings on Derby Road, the boys and girls went their separate ways in 1907, when we
took up residence in the aptly named Lady’s Close. The site has been much added to and developed over
the years, but the generosity, selflessness and academic endeavour of the Founder has never been
overshadowed. Her portrait presides over us in every assembly and we celebrate our Foundation every
year on the day she decreed over 310 years ago.
Earliest records celebrate the achievements of the girls for their hard work and aspiration, attributes the
current pupils display in abundance. In recent years the Girls and Boys schools have shared a greater
range of activities and come closer together. What remains distinctive about the Girls’ School is that it
strives for excellence within a caring and dynamic community, something our formidable Founder no
doubt would have approved of.

The school is very supportive and the teachers are always helpful and funny.
Aamina, Year 7

Aims, Ethos, Values and Vision

Scholarship

Hard work

The Ethos of the school is

We recognise each student’s particular strengths and strongly

based firmly on our record of

encourage all girls to participate actively in all areas of school

academic success.

life, such as music, sport, community service and enrichment
opportunities.

We encourage all girls to
strive

for

the

highest

standards in all they do. We
believe

that

scholarship

should remain part of each
girl’s life as she develops a
life-long love of learning.

Ambition
The school ethos is focussed on growth, to achieve academic
excellence and fulfil her potential and every girl is encouraged
always by the maxim “I can do it and I will do it!”

Reading

Leadership

Reading is just like breathing at Watford Girls. Our pupils

Great emphasis is placed upon

are encouraged always to be reading for pleasure, and

courtesy,

across the whole school one form time a week is entirely

toleration. Every Watford Girl is

devoted to reading.

taught

respect,
to

work

care

and

together

harmoniously, recognising and
respecting

each

other’s

differences.

Service to others
Great emphasis is placed upon contributing to the life of
school and supporting the local, national and international
community in as many ways as possible.

We believe that these are the
foundations

upon

which

inspirational leadership is built
and will support each girl in
achieving

her

own

personal,

academic and professional goals
and become a leader in her
academic and professional life.

On our first day the teachers welcomed us with
warm smiles and made sure we were happy.
Neha, Year 7

The Curriculum

We provide an exciting curriculum, which offers all students the opportunity to play a full and active part in all
aspects of school life, which develops their technological, scientific, linguistic and creative skills. It is a highly
academic curriculum, which offers both breadth and balance, preparing students for the next step in their lives, be it
further up the school or into higher education and work. We have a talented staff of specialists in their field, whose
overarching aim is to marry academic success with a lasting love of learning, using thinking skills to enable students
to engage positively with the world in which they live.
Students with particular aptitudes, abilities and needs are identified from Year 7 and the provision to support more
and less able students is organised by the individual departments and overseen by the Learning Support Department.
The Governing Body has an Education Committee to which the Headmistress and Deputy Headmistress regularly
report.

Key Stage 3
The Key Stage 3 curriculum spanning Year 7 to Year 9 is broad and challenging for all students. Its purpose is
to ensure students learn a wide range of subjects in depth prior to making decisions about their GCSE subject
choices and future studies. Through our broad curriculum we intend that all students will find subjects that
inspire them and encourage them to question in depth to build upon their existing knowledge and skills. The
curriculum is appropriately differentiated to allow access, challenge and progression for all students in order
that they may meet their full academic potential.
The English curriculum covers a variety of language and literature with a focus on building a love of reading
which extends throughout all subjects. Mathematics builds on students’ skills and knowledge from Key Stage
2 and is complemented by lessons in Computing. Our Humanities curriculum covers Classics, Geography,
History and Religious Studies and the Languages curriculum enables students to study two from French,
German, Latin and Spanish, with an element of student choice for the second language. Disciplines within
Design and Technology. include Graphics, Electronics, Engineering and Resistant Materials. Visual and
Performing Arts encompass Art, Drama, Music and PE. In Science, the GCSE curriculum begins in Year 9 to
enable those students who study triple science at to do so without reducing the range and number of other
subjects they chose.

Watford Girls is an amazing place which has helped me build my confidence.
Angeli, Year 7

The Curriculum

Key Stage 4
The philosophy of the curriculum at KS4 is to provide all students with a rigorous foundation for further
study, whilst responding to the ambitions and needs of individuals.
The curriculum offered is broad. All students study a common core of English, Mathematics, Science, a
language and a humanities subject, reflecting the academic character of the school. There is a rich choice of
language and humanities options: Latin is offered alongside three modern languages; and RS and Classical
Civilisation sit alongside History and Geography as humanities subjects. The vast majority of students’ study
at least one creative subject, and the wide offer includes Art, Computing, Drama, Music, PE and Design and
Technology..
The responsive nature of the curriculum is seen most clearly during the Y9 Options process: the option blocks
used to construct the KS4 curriculum are based on student choices; and a small number of students are
offered a bespoke alternative pathway to meet their particular needs. Both Triple and Combined Science
courses are followed, allowing all students to work at an appropriate level of challenge.
All students follow courses in core PE, core RS and PACE, which are designed to promote physical and mental
wellbeing, and allow them to live as engaged citizens in a democratic society.

Key Stage 5
The Sixth Form is a highly academic institution which seeks, through a linear programme of A Level study,
the development of rigorous scholarship, preparing students for higher education and an aspirational and
fulfilling professional life. The curriculum seeks to encourage achievement and create opportunity, fostering
independence and autonomy.
Students are given a free choice of either three or four A Levels, dependent upon their having achieved the
entry requirements, with a curriculum which is built around them as opposed to adhering to a preconceived
model.
This is further supported by FORUM, Into the Future, the EPQ, extra-curricular clubs and trips all of which
refine study skills and develop leadership and collaborative working. We are committed to preserving the
breadth of our curriculum which is further extended through our collaboration with Watford Grammar
School for Boys.

I think our school motto ‘We can do it and we will do it’, shows that we
have an attitude of never giving up and trying our best in everything.
Darshana, Year 7

Extended Curriculum

Clubs & Societies
Joining clubs and societies can be such an exciting and valuable part of every child’s education and we
encourage it. We offer a wide variety at lunchtime and after school and we do recommend that all Year 7
students take part in at least three clubs a week to broaden their interests and more importantly, to meet new
people and make friends.

Trips
Every year there is a wide scope of trips for all year groups, ranging from evening visits to some of the best
theatre in the world and expeditions overseas. Many are based upon the curriculum to support and enrich
work in the classroom, with others being designed to develop confidence and encourage girls to try new
experiences and move out of their comfort zone. When we speak to former students who come back to visit us
or to our Year 13 students, just as they are poised to leave the school, it is these trips which often form the
basis of their fondest memories of school life.

This is a fun and enjoyable place, always helping me
to be the best I can, with all my friends at my side.
Angeli, Year 7

Pastoral Care and Student Welfare

Pastoral Care
The foundation of everything we seek to achieve is the effective pastoral care of our students, upon which
wellbeing and academic success are built. We want students to be happy, healthy, safe and to make progress
and to this end all members of staff, teaching and non-teaching, work as a team. The focus of all school policy
and action is the student: we commit ourselves to fostering her intellectual and emotional growth; the
development of her skills and interests and the recognition and celebration of her progress, from the moment
she enters the school as a Year 7 student, to the moment she leaves, at the end of either Year 11 or Year 13.

Pastoral Organisation
Even before a Year 7 student walks into the building on the first day of her Watford Grammar School for Girls
career, she will have been given a tutor who she will have met the previous July, along with all the other
members of her form group. The form tutor is at the centre of her school life, ensuring that she is happy and
able to flourish in a supportive and academic environment and preparing her for adult life, by asking her to
take on a variety of different responsibilities. The Year 7 forms are based in Hyde House, which does ease the
transition from a smaller primary environment into this large, vibrant and bustling secondary school: at
break and lunch, they also have sole access to the beautiful Lady’s Close garden which provides a place of
peace and tranquillity. Students will stay in the same form group from Year 7 to the end of Year 11 and in the
Sixth Form the form groups will be reorganised to broaden the students’ social vistas and also integrate the
many students coming to us from other secondary schools.
The team of tutors is led by a Head of Year who will and as a general principle, the year team will stay with
the year group as they progress up the school: this ensures that there is continuity of care for every student in
a strong and supportive social group. We value our relationships with parents and carers, as we see ourselves
as working in partnership with home and we ensure that we keep you informed as to what your daughter is
doing and how she is doing, on a regular basis.
We liaise with the appropriate support agencies such as the Local Authority’s Children’s Services and School
Attendance Improvement Officer, Chessbrook Education Support Centre and the Educational Psychology
Service, ensuring that we are able to give effective support to children and families when it is required.

This school has built my confidence and shown me how to work
within a team to share ideas with others and achieve my goals
Ria, Year 7

Charity & Service

Charity and service to others is an important focus of school life, with all students encouraged to help the local,
national and international community, in as many ways as possible. Every year we raise between £15,000 and £20,000
for a wide range of charities, through a variety of events: we have had cake sales, interform limbo dancing and
karaoke and the weekly Knit and Knatter Club who have knitted blankets for babies in Rwanda in addition to raising
money to buy packs to support new mothers. In all that we do, we encourage students to reflect upon the world in
which they live and how best they can help to make a difference to someone other than themselves and their
immediate family.
As a school we play an active part in the life of the Watford Community. The Year 12 Community Christmas Party is a
long established and much cherished tradition; the girls plan and host a festive party for over 80 of our more
venerable and senior community members, organising refreshments, decorations, presents and entertainment in
addition to a visit by Father Christmas and his elves! Another eagerly anticipated event is the Harvest Festival. Year 13
students promote and advertise the event within the school with a lively, colourful and musical assembly and then
distribute the harvest gifts throughout the community, where they are most needed.
Students at Key Stage 4 volunteer to be Young People of the Year Befrienders (YOPEY), being trained to engage with
and relate to people with dementia who are supported in care homes. Every year both students and residents get a
tremendous amount from these visits, being able to share their life experiences despite the age gap. A particular
delight is when the students meet with someone who has been a pupil at our school, enabling them to learn more
about our past.

Lady's Close
Watford
WD18 0AE
www.watfordgrammarschoolforgirls.org.uk
admin@watfordgirls.herts.sch.uik

