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Reading and resources list 
2N Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia and the Soviet Union,  
1917–1953 

 

Key texts for classroom and individual study   
• C Corin & T Fiehn, Communist Russia under Lenin and Stalin, Hodder, 2002 

• D Evans, Stalin’s Russia, Teach Yourself, 2005 

• J Laver, The Impact of Stalin’s Leadership in the USSR 1924-41, Nelson Thornes, 2008 

• J Laver, Triumph and Collapse: Russia and the USSR 1941-1991, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• S Philips, Stalinist Russia, Heinemann, 2000 

• A Todd, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000, CUP, 2012 

• S Waller, Imperial Russia, Revolutions and the emergence of the Soviet State 1853-1924, 
CUP, 2012 

• J Laver, Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia 1917-1953, OUP Spring 2015 

 

Useful books for students  
• G Darby, The Russian Revolution, Longman, 1998 

• D Evans and J Jenkins, Years of Russia, the USSR and the Collapse of Soviet Communism, 
Hodder Arnold, 2001 

• J Laver, The Modernisation of Russia 1856–1985, Heinemann, 2002 

• S J Lee, Russia and the USSR, Routledge, 2005 

• M Lynch, Reaction and Revolutions: Russia 1881–1924, Hodder Murray, 2005 

• M McCauley, Russia 1917-1941, Sempringham, 1997 

• M McCauley, Stalin and Stalinism, Longman, 2003 

• D Murphy and T Morris, Russia 1855–1964, Collins, 2008 

• A Wood, The Russian Revolution, Longman, 1986 

 

Reference books  
• A Applebaum, Gulag, Penguin, 2004 

• J Arch Getty, Origins of the Great Purges, Cambridge University Press, 1985 

• V Brovkin, Russia after Lenin, Routledge, 1998 

• E Crankshaw, The Shadow of the Winter Palace, Penguin, 1976 
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• G Darby, The Russian Revolution 1861–1924, Longman, 1998 

• R Davies, M Harrison & S Wheatcroft, The Economic Transformation of the Soviet Union 1913-
1945, Cambridge University Press, 1993 

• S Davies, Popular Opinion in Stalin’s Russia, Cambridge University Press, 1997 

• O Figes, A Peoples Tragedy: The Russian Revolution,1891–1924, Pimlico, 1997 

• S Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism, Oxford University Press, 2001 

• S Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution, Oxford, 2008 

• G Freeze, Russia, A History, Oxford University Press, 2002 

• L Kochan, Russia in Revolution, Paladin, 1970 

• E Mawdsley, The Stalin Years, Manchester University Press, 2003 

• M McCauley, The Soviet Union 1917-1991, Longman, 1981 

• P Oxley, Russia 1855–1991, Oxford University Press, 2001 

• D Rayfield, Stalin and his Hangmen, Penguin, 2005 

• N Rothnie, The Russian Revolution, Palgrave Macmillan, 1989 

•  R Service, The Russian Revolution 1900–1927, Macmillan, 1991 

• S A Smith, The Russian Revolution, a very short introduction, Oxford, 2002 

• R Thurston, Life and Terror in Stalin’s Russia 1934-41, Yale University Press, 1998 

• C Ward, The Stalinist Dictatorship, Hodder Arnold, 1998 

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• P Bookbbyer, The Stalin Era (source collection), Routledge, 2000 

• I Deutscher, Stalin, Penguin, 1970 

• O Figes, The Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin’s Russia, Allen Lane, 2007 

• S S Montefiore, Stalin, The Court of the Red Tsar, Phoenix, 2003 

• V Serge, Memoirs of a Revolutionary, Writers and readers publishing co-operative, 1984 

• R Service, Lenin: A Biography, Pan Books, 2002 

• R Service, Stalin, Pan Books, 2005 

• D Volkogonov, Stalin: Triumph and Tragedy, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2000 

• B Williams, Lenin (profiles in power), Longman, 2rd edn, 2000 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• D Elliot, New Worlds: Russian Art and Society 1900-1937, Thames and Hudson, 1990 

• D King, Russian Revolutionary Posters, Tate Publishing, 2012  
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• D King, Red Star over Russia (a visual History of the Soviet Union), Tate Publishing, 2010 

• http://www.marxists.org.archive/lenin/index.html 

• http://www.hsc.csu.edu.au 

• http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=46 

• http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/display/russian-revolutionary-posters 
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