Watford Grammar School for Girls

Department Highlights Report for Prize Giving 2026
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Art

Key Stage 3

The Art Department has enjoyed an exceptionally busy and creative year, with students
taking partin a wide range of creative opportunities, including weekly Art Club sessions
exploring ceramics, crochet, macramé and sculpture. Students also contributed clay
totem poles and clay flowers to the school sculpture garden, helping to enhance the
creative environment of the school.

Year 8 GEM students produced beautiful clay flowers, while Year 8 students also
created powerful Pop Art-inspired portraits for Black History Month, resulting in prize-
winning work and a striking school display. Students across Key Stage 3 entered several
local and national competitions, including the Tap to Give campaign, the Graham
Climate Change competition and the Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show.




Sixth Form Photography students also successfully led a student photography club,
developing younger students’ editing and digital photography skills.

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 4 students were encouraged to enter national art competitions, including the
Tap to Give campaign, the Graham Climate Change competition and the Royal
Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show. Textiles students also benefited from an
inspiring visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum, where they explored historical and
contemporary costumes to support their examination projects. The department
celebrated student success at the annual Soirée, showcasing outstanding GCSE work
across Photography, Textiles, Fine Art and Graphics in a professional exhibition setting.

Key Stage 5

Year 12 and 13 Art students visited the Wallace Collection, where they developed their
understanding of drawing the human form through expert talks and workshops. The A
Level Soirée was a highlight of the year, displaying an impressive and diverse body of
work across Fine Art and Textiles, and celebrating the creativity, dedication and
excellence of our students.

Classics
Key Stage 3

Students enjoyed participating in the Junior Classics Society, which was led by Year 12
students and provided an engaging opportunity to explore the ancient world beyond the
classroom.

Key Stage 4

Year 10 Classical Civilisation students visited the British Museum, while Year 10 and 11
students took partin the joint WBGS essay competition, developing their knowledge
and enthusiasm for classical studies.

Key Stage 5

Year 12 students established the Senior Classics Society and contributed significantly
to the Iris Classics magazine. Students also benefited from a visit by Dr Antony
Makrinos from UCL, who shared his expertise on Homer.

Computing
Key Stage 3

: Students achieved outstanding success in the CyberFirst Competition, becoming the
top-scoring school in the East of England region. Further success followed in the
Lockheed Martin Junior CodeQuest competition, where students achieved third place.



Key Stage 4

Students demonstrated excellent coding and problem-solving skills through their
participation in the Lockheed Martin Advanced CodeQuest competition, where one
team achieved first place.

Key Stage 5

Students achieved further success in the Advanced CodeQuest competition. A
particular highlight was one student being invited to the British Informatics Olympiad as
one of the top 15 girls in the country, before subsequently qualifying for both the
European Girls’ Olympiad and the Western European Olympiad in Informatics.

Design & Technology
Key Stage 3

Year 7 students enthusiastically attended the lunchtime D&T Club, producing
impressive individual and collaborative project work throughout the year.

Key Stage 4

Ateam of Year 10 students won the Best Designed Vehicle Award at the Leonardo UK
Tournament, recognising their creativity, innovation and technical skill.

Drama
Key Stage 3

Drama has had a vibrant and successful year, giving students many opportunities to
develop creativity, confidence and performance skills. In Year 7 and 8 Drama Clubs
were run by Year 11 and 12 students and later by Ms Pearse, culminating in delightful
performances at the Midsummer Soirée. Many Key Stage 3 students also took partin
the school musical Hadestown, including one Year 9 student who performed as part of
the talented trio, the Fates. Year 9 students also joined the Lighting Tech Club, taking
part in stage lighting training and supporting the programming of lights for the GCSE
devised performances. The department is grateful for the generous PA funding and
donations from Watford Palace Theatre, which helped make the production of
Hadestown look exceptional. Students were nhominated in five categories at the
National School Theatre Awards, with one Year 13 student winning Best Supporting
Actress, and one Year 8 student performed in London as a finalist in the National Youth
Monologues 2026. The department is also very grateful to the LAMDA team and Mr
Boichat for their outstanding support of student performances.

Key Stage 4 &5

Students have continued to develop their performance, leadership and technical
theatre skills. Enthusiastic Sixth Form and Year 11 students ran Drama Clubs for Year 7



and 8 students during the first part of the year, while many students took leading roles
in the school musical Hadestown. Members of the cast attended the National School
Theatre Awards, where students were nominated in five categories and one Year 13
student won Best Supporting Actress. The Lighting Tech Club has continued to grow,
supported by a Drama Tech Prefect and three workshops led by a professional lighting
designer, enabling students to use updated technology to programme lights. The
department is delighted to have new LED stage lights for the Main Hall, funded by the
PA, as well as second-hand lights donated by Watford Palace Theatre. These made a
significantimpact on the production of Hadestown. The department is proud of the
progress made by GCSE Drama students this year and is grateful to the LAMDA team
and Mr Boichat for their exceptional support.

English
Key Stage 3

This year, the Key Stage 3 English Department enriched pupils’ learning through a wide
range of literary and enrichment opportunities. Highlights included the Year 7
Shakespeare workshop, dedicated Year 7 library lessons, and celebrations for World
Book Day and the National Year of Reading. Students developed their creativity through
Creative Writing Club and explored journalism through Journalism Club, which
successfully produced its own newsletter. Year 9 students were inspired by a poetry
reading from acclaimed poet Daljit Nagra, while a visit from Lucinda Hawksley, Charles
Dickens’ great-great-great-granddaughter, brought literary history to life through a Year
7 lesson on the writing process and influential women from history.

Geography
Key Stage 3

Fourteen Year 9 students attended the Habs Climate Change Conference, enhancing
their understanding of environmental issues and sustainability.

Key Stage 4

The Eastbourne residential trip successfully provided 78 students with valuable
fieldwork experience and opportunities to develop their geographical investigation
skills.

Key Stage 5

Students benefited from the Brighton residential and the long-awaited Iceland trip,
enriching their understanding of physical and human geography through first-hand
experience.



Library
Key Stage 3 & 4

The World Book Day Catwalk Competition was very successful this year, with many
Year 7 students participating and enjoying the event. Everyone who took part received a
free book. The library also ran a week of World Book Day quizzes for the whole school,
with a different theme each day.

The Year 8 book group has been very well attended, with six regular members who are
keen to discuss the books they are reading.

The library has worked closely with the school’s Reading Lead and SEN Department to
expand HiLo resources and quick reads, and supported Neurodiversity Week with a
neurodiverse book display.

As part of the National Year of Reading, the library has purchased a wider range of
books to encourage readers, including manga, comic books, magazines, film and TV
tie-ins, and books linked to students’ hobbies and interests. With support from the
Reading Reps, students were surveyed and 37 requested books were purchased for the
library.

Key Stage 5

Library Prefects helped to plan and organise the Pre-Loved Book Sale, which raises
funds for the school and helps to dispose of old stock sustainably. They also helped to
promote the school at Open Day and Sixth Form Open Evening. In addition, they
produced and edited the latest edition of Off the Shelf, the library newsletter.

Mathematics
Key Stage 3

Ateam of Year 7 students achieved a fantastic victory in a local team mathematics
competition, beating several local schools, including Watford Boys.

Key Stage 4

Year 10 students attended a STEM event at Visa London celebrating Ada Lovelace.
Students across Key Stage 4 also participated in UKMT competitions.

Key Stage 5

Year 12 and 13 students took part in the Senior Maths Challenge, with some high-
performing students progressing to further rounds of the competition. The department
also continued to compete in the Hans Woyda Maths Competition; although the team
was knocked out in the group stages, students performed very well in this challenging
team competition.



Modern Languages
Key Stage 3

In September, the department held its European Day of Languages event, which
included assemblies for all year groups and a themed bake sale for Year 7. Year 7
students took part in the MFL Spelling Bee, while Year 9 students participated in the
MFL Translation Bee. Students performed fantastically well in the regional round and, at
the time of writing, the department is preparing to take its largest ever number of
qualifiers to the National Finals in Cambridge. Year 8 students began their second
language, and all Key Stage 3 students had the opportunity to take part in popular extra-
curricular clubs, including British Sign Language Club, Languages Choir and Duolingo
Club. Year 9 students also had the opportunity to complete the Language Leaders
Award, which involved planning and delivering a lesson to a younger year group.

Key Stage 4

In Years 10 and 11, the Modern Languages Department focused on preparing and
supporting students for their GCSE examinations. Students had the opportunity to work
with Foreign Language Assistants to improve their speaking and grammar skills, and the
department also ran a range of intervention sessions to support examination
preparation.

Key Stage 5

Year 12 and 13 students all benefitted from additional sessions with native speakers to
improve their spoken French, German and Spanish. Mrs Barker led a trip to the British
Film Institute (BFI) in London to take partin a film related French study day.

Music
Key Stage 3

The standard of the music competition was particularly high this year, making
adjudication especially difficult for the Year 12 students. Congratulations to Chloe,
Natalie, Adrienne and all students who took part as both performers and audience
members. Students also took part in the first Battle of the Bands competition against
Watford Boys, where the Year 7 band, Cool Summer, won the audience prize trophy.

Key Stage 4

The standard of the music competition was particularly high this year, making
adjudication especially difficult for the Year 12 students. Congratulations to Claire and
all students who took part as both performers and audience members. Students also
contributed to the first Battle of the Bands competition against Watford Boys, as well as
concerts, performances and the wonderful school production of Hadestown.

Key Stage 5



Sixth Form students continued to excel through performances, concerts and the school
production of Hadestown. Students also attended the National Theatre Awards, where
Natalia won Best Supporting Actress.

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
Key Stage 3

Year 7 students entered the national Spirited Arts competition this year, producing
fantastic creative work that showcased their learning in RPE. Their pieces will be judged
by NATRE, and the department looks forward to hearing the results after the summer.
Year 9 students were honoured to hear from Holocaust survivor Steven Frank during his
annualvisit to the school. This was a particularly special occasion, as the school
celebrated 25 years of friendship with Steven and his 1000th testimony. His story
continues to have a lasting impact on students and remains one of the most important
events in the RPE calendar.

Key Stage 4

Year 11 marked Holocaust Memorial Day with a visit from Voices of the Holocaust.
Students spent the day learning about the life of Susan Pollack OBE through a powerful
theatre production, followed by a question-and-answer session with the actors. GCSE
RS students also engaged fully with examination preparation this year, making the most
of weekly RS Revision Cafés and workshops, creating revision resources, testing one
another’s knowledge and building the confidence needed to tackle their examinations.

Key Stage 5

A Level students spent two days in central London at the annual Candle Conferences
with philosopher Dr Peter Vardy. Alongside students from schools across the UK, they
explored some of the most challenging topics on the course. The trip concluded with a
visit to UCL, where students saw Jeremy Bentham’s famous Auto-lcon.

Science
Key Stage 3

Eight students achieved Bronze CREST Awards through independent scientific
investigations. Students researched topics including heat absorption and the effect of
carbon dioxide on water pH, demonstrating excellent scientific enquiry skills.

Key Stage 4

Year 10 and 11 students achieved notable success in national science competitions.
One hundred and forty-four Year 10 Triple Biology students took part in the British
Biology Challenge, with 49 students gaining medals, including eight Gold awards.



Twenty-two Year 11 students sat the British Physics Olympiad, with two receiving Silver
awards (Sashini S and Siya P )Jand seven receiving Bronze awards. Four Year 10
students also participated in the Davidson Inventors Challenge 2026, organised by the
University of Cambridge, developing teamwork, project management, problem-solving,
and commercial and business awareness through their project work.

Key Stage 5

Key Stage 5 Science students achieved considerable success across Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. Year 12 students performed strongly in the Intermediate
Biology Olympiad, gaining Gold, Silver and Bronze medals, while Year 13 students
achieved Silver and Highly Commended awards in the British Biology Olympiad.
Students also completed fieldwork in Cassiobury Park, developing sampling and data-
processing skills.

In Chemistry, Year 12 students took partin the Cambridge Lower Sixth Chemistry
Challenge, with 20 students receiving awards, and Year 13 students achieved success
in the Royal Society of Chemistry Olympiad. Students also entered Imperial College
London’s Science in Medicine poster competition, producing detailed and well-
researched work across several prize categories.

In Physics, 15 Year 13 students went to CERN, Geneva to visit World’s Largest Hadron
Collider where they had an opportunity to look at different particle accelerators and
detectors which compliments their knowledge on Particle Physics which they study
during A level.

Social Sciences
Key Stage 5

The Social Sciences Department has enjoyed a successful year of growth, enrichment
and student leadership. Student-led societies in Economics, Psychology and Sociology
have continued to grow, providing a vibrant forum for discussion, debate and the
application of learning to current social issues. Guest speakers have supported
students’ wider understanding, with topics including financial advice, forensic
psychology and joint enterprise. Student numbers have increased across all three
subjects, with more students choosing to pursue related courses at university.

Economics students have taken part in an exchange programme with Koge Business
College in Denmark, an Economics Quiz Competition at Saffron Walden, Imperial
College London workshops on the gender pay gap, and the Target 2.0 competition with
Watford Grammar School for Boys.

Students have also volunteered in the wider community, contributed to the Social
Sciences Magazine, and shown strong leadership as Prefects during assemblies, open
evenings and induction events, helping to promote Sociology, Psychology and
Economics to prospective students and families.



